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FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any 
equipment declared to be in conformity with an IEC Publication. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

International Standard IEC 62261-1 has been prepared by Technical Area 6: Higher data rate 
storage media, data structures and equipment, of IEC technical committee 100: Audio, video 
and multimedia systems and equipment. 

This standard cancels and replaces IEC/PAS 62261 published in 2001. 

This first edition constitutes a technical revision. 

The text of this standard is based on the following documents: 

CDV Report on voting 

100/853/CDV 100/954/RVC 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on 
voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 
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IEC 62261 consists of the following parts, under the general title Television metadata: 

Part 1: Metadata dictionary structure 
Part 2: Data encoding protocol using key-length-value 
Part 3: Universal labels for unique identification of digital data 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until 
the maintenance result date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in 
the data related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed; 
• withdrawn; 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 
 

A bilingual version of this publication may be issued at a later date. 
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1 Scope 

The metadata dictionary structure defined in this part of IEC 62261 covers the use of 
metadata for all types of essence (video, audio, and data in their various forms). Applications 
of individual dictionary entries will vary but, when used, metadata shall conform to the 
definitions and formats in this metadata dictionary structure standard and the associated 
metadata dictionary recommended practice (IEC 62261-3). IEC 62261-3 defines a registered 
set of metadata element descriptions for association with essence or other metadata and this 
standard and the contents practice shall be used together as a pair – neither shall be used in 
isolation. The IEC may, from time to time, appoint other bodies to act as its Registration 
Authority and Agent for the compilation and safe keeping of IEC 62261-3 as described in 
IEC 62261-2.  

2 Normative references  

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition 
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

IEC 62261-2, Television metadata – Part 2: Data encoding protocol using key-length-value  

IEC 62261-3, Television metadata – Part 3: Universal labels for unique identification of digital 
data  

3 Metadata dictionary structure 

3.1 General 

The metadata dictionary structure provides flexibility in capturing metadata and exchanging it 
among applications through a standardized hierarchy of universal labels for the metadata 
elements, grouped to aid their management within a small but comprehensive number of 
classes. Metadata classes are collections of metadata elements with common characteristics 
or attributes. Additional classes are provided for user-defined metadata.  

IEC 62261-3 references an individual item or element of metadata using a two-part 16-byte 
universal label that is numerical (and hence language-independent) and unique. The first 
eight bytes label the second eight bytes as a “tag” in a specific version of a designated 
metadata dictionary (“tags” are defined in IEC 62261-2 (key-length-value encoding)). This tag 
is used to index the meaning or definition of the metadata element.  

The actual metadata information described by the metadata element is the metadata value. 
The dictionary also contains information on the required format of metadata values and the 
allowable range of values (if applicable) either as a list or as a bounded range.  

Individual data element values can frequently be represented in more than one way – for 
instance, it is possible to represent a textual value as ASCII or unicode, where the value is 
identical but the particular representation different. It is important both that the representation 
is known and that as new representations are registered they can be accommodated. In this 
case, the last active word of the tag defines the representation in use – the default being 00h. 




