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INTRODUCTION 

Overview 

Consumers are acquiring, viewing, and managing an increasing amount of digital media (photos, 
music, and video) on devices in the consumer electronics (CE), mobile device, and personal 
computer (PC) domains. Consumers want to conveniently enjoy that content, regardless of the 
source, across different devices and locations in their homes. The digital home vision integrates 
the Internet, mobile, and broadcast networks through a seamless, interoperable network, which 
will provide a unique opportunity for manufacturers and consumers alike. In order to deliver on 
this vision, it was recognized that a common set of industry design guidelines would be required 
to allow companies to participate in a growing marketplace, leading to more innovation, 
simplicity, and value for consumers. 

The Digital Living Network Alliance answered this challenge by taking the initiative to develop a 
workable framework for interoperable product design. The DLNA Home Networked Device 
interoperability guidelines have been created in a unique cross-industry effort that combined the 
efforts of over 100 consumer electronics, PC-industry and mobile device companies from 
around the world that worked together with the aim of achieving the world's first substantial 
platform for true interoperability between personal computer and consumer electronic devices. 
The interoperability guidelines provide product developers with a long-term architectural view, 
plus specific guidance for IP-networked platforms, devices and applications in the home. The 
interoperability guidelines will be introduced in phases over several years to accompany the 
market adoption of usages and the availability of needed technology and standards. 

The interoperability guidelines that are the object of this document are based on an architecture 
(see Clause 4) that defines interoperable components for devices and software infrastructure. It 
covers physical media, network transports, device discovery and control, media management 
and control, media formats, media transport protocols, and remote user interfaces. Table 1 
shows a summary of the key functional components and technology ingredients that are covered 
by these interoperability guidelines. 

Table 1 – Key technology ingredients 

Functional components Technology ingredients 

Connectivity Ethernet, IEEE 802.11 (including Wi-Fi Direct), MoCA, 
HD-PLC, HomePlug-AV, and HPNA 

Networking IPv4 suite, IPv6 suite 

Device discovery and control UPnP device architecture 

Media management and control UPnP AV, EnergyManagement, DeviceManagement  

Media formats Required and optional format profiles 

Media transport HTTP (mandatory), HTTP adaptive delivery (DASH) and 
RTP 

Remote User Interfaces HTML5, RVU 

Device profiles CVP-2 

 

The protocols defined in this standard are based on the DLNA interoperability guidelines version 
4.0. Device implementations advertise adherence to the protocols selecting value 4.0 in the 
fields and flags designed to expose the DLNA protocol version. 
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The interoperability guidelines are intended for the following audiences: 

• marketing professionals who specify requirements for home networked media products; 

• developers who design and build home networked media products; 

• quality assurance personnel who test and validate home networked media products. 
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NETWORKED DEVICE INTEROPERABILITY GUIDELINES – 

 
Part 1-1: Architecture and protocols – 

Core architecture and protocols 
 
 
 

1 Scope 

This part of IEC 62481-1, the DLNA guidelines series, specifies the core architecture and 
protocols of DLNA implementations. 

The interoperability guidelines consist of five parts covering Architecture and Protocols, Media 
Formats, Link Protection, DRM Interoperability Systems and Device Profiles. This part of the 
DLNA guidelines provides vendors with the information needed to build interoperable networked 
platforms and devices for the digital home. The necessary standards and technologies are now 
available to enable products to be built for networked entertainment-centric usages. However, 
standards and technologies need to be clarified and options limited to ensure interoperability. 
The five parts of the DLNA Home Networked Device interoperability guidelines fulfill that role. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. 
For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any 
amendments) applies. 

IEC 60169-24, Radio-frequency connectors – Part 24: Radio-frequency coaxial connectors with 
screw coupling, typically for use in 75 ohm cable distribution systems (Type F) 

IEC 62481-2:2017, Digital living network alliance (DLNA) guidelines – Part 2: Media Format 
Profiles 

IEC 62481-3:2017, Digital living network alliance (DLNA) guidelines – Part 3: Link protection 

IEC 62481-8:2017, Digital living network alliance (DLNA) guidelines – Part 8: Diagnostics 

IEC 62481-10:2017, Digital living network alliance (DLNA) guidelines – Part 10: Low Power 
ModeI 

ISO/IEC 13818-1:2000, Information technology – Generic coding of moving pictures and 
associated audio information: Systems 

ISO/IEC 13818-2, Information technology – Generic coding of moving pictures and associated 
audio (MPEG): Video 

ISO/IEC 13818-9, Information technology – Generic coding of moving pictures and associated 
audio information – Part 9: Extension for real time interface for systems decoders, International 
Standards Organization 

ISO/IEC 29341-1:2011, Information technology – UPnP Device Architecture – Part 1-1: UPnP 
Device Architecture 


